Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 09737 091014Z 
11 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 
USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 SAJ-01 IO-13 /063 W 

056327 

O 090957Z DEC 76 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 951 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 9737 

DELIVER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF CULTURE AND INFORMATION 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT RELEASED BY MINISTER OF 
CULTURE AND INFORMATION DECEMBER 9: 

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF CULTURE AND INFORMATION 
(KIM SEONG JIN) 

QUOTE THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT HAS REPEATEDLY DEMANDED THAT THE 
AUTHORITIES CONCERNED OF THE UNITED STATES CLARIFY IN PUBLIC 
WHETHER OR NOT UNITED STATES ORGANIZATIONS DID INDEED BUG 
THE PRESIDENTIAL RESIDENCE OF KOREA, A SOVEREIGN STATE AND 
AN ALLY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

THE FAILURE BY THE UNITED STATES SIDE TO PROVIDE A 
CONVINCING CLARIFICATION IN PUBLIC HAS GIVEN RISE TO CONTINUED 
SPECULATIONS AND DISTORTIONS WHICH ARE QUITE DETRIMENTAL TO 
THE INTEREST OF BOTH THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE UNITED 
STATES. THEREFORE IF AN EARLY PUBLIC CLARIFICATION IS NOT 
FORTHCOMING FROM THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES CONCERNED, 

THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT WILL BE OBLIGED TO CLARIFY THE SITUATION 
BY UNDERTAKING A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION INTO THE REPORTED 
BUGGING. 
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IF AS A RESULT OF THE INVESTIGATION IT BE ESTABLISHED THAT 
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THE UNITED STATES ORGANIZATIONS COMMITTED SUCH UNLAWFUL ACTS, 

THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE RELEVANT LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

SUCH ACTS, IF COMMITTED, WOULD NOT ONLY CAST DOUBT ON THE 
AMERICAN MORALITY BUT ALSO ADVERSELY AFFECT THE FRIENDLY 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND THE UNITED 
STATES. UNQUOTE 
SNEIDER 
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